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Transcript 
00:00:06 Mounira Chaieb 

Globally and not least on the African continent, women continue to face numerous 
obstacles, from continued marginalization and discrimination in the workplace, absence 
from leadership and decision making, and lagging behind. 

00:00:22 Mounira Chaieb 

In terms of economic and other social indicators. 

00:00:27 Mounira Chaieb 



Despite all this, the African woman's movement has been, and continues to be, a 
formidable force in the story of the Continents transformation, woman's rights and 
feminist activists have made momentous contributions to the development of the 
continent with respect to gender equality in the public policy arena. 

00:00:48 Mounira Chaieb 

Education, peace and security at local, national, regional and continental levels. They have 
also been at the forefront of bringing to light gendered violence and harm to bodily integrity 
of women. 

00:01:02 Mounira Chaieb 

Many of these efforts, narratives, and experiences, however, remain undocumented. 

00:01:08 Mounira Chaieb 

Yet the transformative activism and leadership could otherwise serve as evidence based 
case studies in advancing woman's rights freedom. 

00:01:18 Mounira Chaieb 

And growth in Africa, the Africa Leadership Center is launching a project to provide a 
platform for leading feminists from across the African continent to reflect on and share 
their leadership journeys or involvement in a process of change or response to a situation 
that led to change within the. 

00:01:38 Mounira Chaieb 

Woman's rights and feminist activity space. 

00:01:42 Mounira Chaieb 

The objective of this project, called leading feminist Voices in Africa, is to highlight and 
document the journeys of African women who have been at the forefront of significant 
change on the continent that have yet to be narrated as part of this project, we talked to 
five remarkable women. 

00:02:03 Mounira Chaieb 

To hear the individual stories, and we start with combat, Tourette writer and storyteller, 
who was born and raised in both Mali and Senegal. 

00:02:13 Mounira Chaieb 



She believes that love is her gift and it was the love she received from her family and 
community that gave her the strength in her own leadership journey. 

00:02:24 Mounira Chaieb 

My first question to you is you refer to the idea of unveiling invisible giants. 

00:02:32 Coumba Toure 

Can you tell? 

00:02:33 Mounira Chaieb 

Us who those were for you and how they influenced your idea of leadership. 

00:02:38 Coumba Toure 

Invisible giants are women. 

00:02:41 Coumba Toure 

They are Africans on the continent and in the diaspor. 

00:02:44 Coumba Toure 

For their people who are engaged in their own community, who work for positive social 
change challenges that a school opens opportunities for many people around them. 

00:03:00 Coumba Toure 

Support people, children, young people, other women in their education, in their health. 

00:03:09 Coumba Toure 

They are not always, you know, visible in terms of maybe politics or showing themselves 
and most of the time, even if they are in organizations, they are not always seen as the 
leaders of those organizations. 

00:03:26 Coumba Toure 

But some of them are, and some of their organizations are not. 

00:03:30 Coumba Toure 

Big enough or considered enough, but still. 

00:03:35 Coumba Toure 

To their inspiration because I know for a fact. 



00:03:39 Coumba Toure 

But the other one who makes a difference in people's life when we ask people around us in 
Community. 

00:03:46 Coumba Toure 

Is who makes a. 

00:03:48 Coumba Toure 

Who made a difference in your life? 

00:03:50 Coumba Toure 

Who helped you when you need something? 

00:03:52 Coumba Toure 

Do you? 

00:03:53 Coumba Toure 

Who do you ask? 

00:03:55 Coumba Toure 

There's certain names that comes up and they do have certain trait that we see in them. 

00:04:02 Coumba Toure 

So they've inspired me to work to do things that maybe. 

00:04:09 Coumba Toure 

Not popular. 

00:04:11 Coumba Toure 

Or, you know, that may not bring back money or resources, but are highly, highly valuable. 

00:04:20 Mounira Chaieb 

Personally. 

00:04:23 Mounira Chaieb 

Were they women from your own family or community? 

00:04:27 Mounira Chaieb 



Or were they women that you came across in the line of your work or your travel? 

00:04:33 Coumba Toure 

I would say. 

00:04:34 Coumba Toure 

Do you know how family is expanded in, in our cultures and ways of life? 

00:04:41 Coumba Toure 

There are some of them that I consider mothers, sisters, friends, neighbors, people that I 
know personally, people like Maria Jara of the Institute for Public Education, Aisha Imam. 

00:04:56 Coumba Toure 

So some of them, I met them in the courses of my life in the work space. 

00:05:02 Coumba Toure 

In my travels they come from different places, and what I know is that they're everywhere. 

00:05:09 Mounira Chaieb 

You also refer to the idea of love by the larger community and how important this is in 
making leaders. 

00:05:18 Mounira Chaieb 

How did that work for you? 

00:05:20 Coumba Toure 

I believe that love is like our well for friends, for inspiration, you know. 

00:05:28 Coumba Toure 

When you are love, even some childhood, I would say and it gives you a certain confidence. 
Even if life is hard, even if you meet different things when you are loved, when you know 
that some people love you. 

00:05:45 Coumba Toure 

It make you. 

00:05:47 Coumba Toure 

It makes you to dare to change things. 



00:05:50 Coumba Toure 

So yeah, to me, I cannot separate my own path and my own. 

00:05:57 Coumba Toure 

From the love that I've received. 

00:06:00 Coumba Toure 

From childhood, the love that I'm still receiving in my community, it is very much 
connected. 

00:06:07 Mounira Chaieb 

That's a beautiful. 

00:06:08 Mounira Chaieb 

Love is like a will or. 

00:06:11 Mounira Chaieb 

I absolutely love that you published your first book of poetry at the age of 12, and then your 
second at the age of 16. 

00:06:20 Mounira Chaieb 

How did you do that at such a young age, and how did that empower you or shape your 
leadership? 

00:06:28 Mounira Chaieb 

Feeling I. 

00:06:29 Coumba Toure 

Would say, you know I couldn't call it publish. 

00:06:31 Coumba Toure 

Mean I wrote my poetry book and. 

00:06:34 Coumba Toure 

Made it. 

00:06:35 Coumba Toure 

And presented to people and they liked. 



00:06:38 Coumba Toure 

So to me, it's that agency of making things. 

00:06:44 Coumba Toure 

Of putting things out. 

00:06:46 Coumba Toure 

I guess it followed me until. 

00:06:48 Coumba Toure 

I'm still riding and publishing books for children. 

00:06:53 Coumba Toure 

Also. 

00:06:55 Coumba Toure 

Writing the novel, even when I was 16, but also was only very powerful, even though I was 
not published then I was able to complete it and you know, see a story from the beginning 
to the end. And it just made me know that. 

00:07:12 Coumba Toure 

I didn't have to wait. 

00:07:13 Coumba Toure 

Think writing that early. 

00:07:16 Coumba Toure 

This made me know that I didn't have to wait. 

00:07:20 Coumba Toure 

To get somewhere to be older, to do what I needed to do. 

00:07:25 Coumba Toure 

But I could just start. 

00:07:27 Coumba Toure 

And do what I wanted to do and it didn't matter whether or not actually it was received the 
way you know, maybe everybody look at it. But for me it was fine. 



00:07:40 Coumba Toure 

I think it did affect just later my path and life of mine, my own capacity. 

00:07:47 Mounira Chaieb 

It's as if there was a voice within you at that tender age. 

00:07:53 Mounira Chaieb 

You exactly what you wanted to do and what would work for you, and you listened, and that 
was how you managed to put together a book of poetry at the age of 12 and another one at 
the age of 16. 

00:08:09 Coumba Toure 

Yes. And I I think at first I when I was younger than 12, I was like, oh, when I grow up, I'll be a 
writer. 

00:08:15 Coumba Toure 

But then I think I saw a book that was a collection of book and then I read it. 

00:08:20 Coumba Toure 

Liked it and it was a collection of books, stories written by children. 

00:08:25 Coumba Toure 

And I looked at it like, oh, so I don't have to wait. 

00:08:28 Coumba Toure 

I could do it now. 

00:08:30 Mounira Chaieb 

Amazing also from a young age you were restless and you wanted to be engaged because. 

00:08:37 Mounira Chaieb 

School you found was not enough for you? 

00:08:39 Mounira Chaieb 

Did move countries at a young age? 

00:08:41 Mounira Chaieb 

How did you cope with that and what would you say helped you in your leadership journey? 



00:08:48 Coumba Toure 

Leave school was OK and I was, I think, pretty good at school, but I didn't feel like it really 
matched everything. I had to give in terms of creativity that I had then. 

00:09:04 Coumba Toure 

But also my first. 

00:09:09 Coumba Toure 

Or doing something meaningful. 

00:09:11 Coumba Toure 

I didn't have that outlet in the school system, so I had to find. 

00:09:17 Coumba Toure 

Next to school next to me. 

00:09:19 Coumba Toure 

What else could I do? 

00:09:21 Coumba Toure 

And that's what led me to being engaged in, you know, non profits in organization and 
association making leadership of, you know, groups of young people. 

00:09:33 Coumba Toure 

Teaching English or math and making money. I just felt like there was different things that I 
wanted to do and school didn't give me that opportunity. 

00:09:44 Coumba Toure 

The great thing is those alternative. 

00:09:48 Coumba Toure 

Were as much education as school itself. What I learned by you know, being involved in 
teaching program for young people, for doing peer-to-peer education around, you know, 
health and or HIV. What I learned through. 

00:10:11 Coumba Toure 

Being engaged around issues of women's right, those were as valuable as, you know, going 
to school. 



00:10:21 Mounira Chaieb 

Troubled by yourself to various countries? 

00:10:25 Mounira Chaieb 

How did you? 

00:10:26 Mounira Chaieb 

I mean, with being in a different country, different environment, you know, sometimes not 
speaking the language as a young girl or young lady, how did you? 

00:10:35 Mounira Chaieb 

With that. 

00:10:37 Coumba Toure 

I loved traveling. 

00:10:38 Coumba Toure 

I loved it and I started, you know, internally traveling between Senegal and Mali and 
Crosswest Africa. 

00:10:47 Coumba Toure 

And then I was kind of. 

00:10:49 Coumba Toure 

Catapult pushed quickly to travel to, you know, when I went to China for the World 
Conference. the US then literally places around the world. I always. 

00:11:06 Coumba Toure 

Found also that it was almost part of my education traveling became. 

00:11:13 Coumba Toure 

Learning journeys. 

00:11:14 Coumba Toure 

'Cause I was always interested in learning the languages in understanding the people, the 
history of the people, and go deep into relationship with people where I travelled. 

00:11:27 Coumba Toure 



When I travelled, I didn't stay home. 

00:11:31 Coumba Toure 

Because sometime you travel and you try to just find what looked like home and stay as 
much as possible as you are at home. 

00:11:37 Coumba Toure 

But when I travelled, I basically jump into the places where I was to try and learn. 

00:11:44 Coumba Toure 

And it build me the challenges, the beauties, everything, every part of it. 

00:11:51 Coumba Toure 

Still cherish. 

00:11:53 Coumba Toure 

I would say everything that happens during those trips, and while the positive or negative 
have helped me grow. 

00:12:02 Mounira Chaieb 

Because travel does open up the mind and does expand the horizons, you know, 
benefiting, challenging, even if you are faced with, you know, difficulties by yourself, you 
know. 

00:12:08 Coumba Toure 

Yes. 

00:12:15 Mounira Chaieb 

You still learn something in the process. 

00:12:18 Mounira Chaieb 

The coolest shells drawing is a fascinating. 

00:12:21 Mounira Chaieb 

It's similar to something that people do in North Africa. 

00:12:26 Mounira Chaieb 



Can you explain to our listeners what it involves and what the Fortune Tenner told you at 
the time and how you felt about that? 

00:12:35 Coumba Toure 

Yeah, we have a. 

00:12:37 Coumba Toure 

I don't know if you it's a game. 

00:12:39 Coumba Toure 

It's a spiritual action. 

00:12:41 Coumba Toure 

A Sochi search. 

00:12:43 

Oh. 

00:12:43 Coumba Toure 

That people do. Here they go to most of the. 

00:12:47 Coumba Toure 

I believe they're women, but there are men also who do it, where they have several quarry 
shells and they move it on, you know, with their hand kind of throw it back and forth. 

00:12:59 Coumba Toure 

And depending on the position of the quarries, they say things or you know you're about to 
do this or you have a problem with this or you should give out, you know this. 

00:13:12 Coumba Toure 

You know. 

00:13:13 Coumba Toure 

Give milk or give. 

00:13:15 Coumba Toure 

So I have to say I have been raised with a very. 

00:13:22 Coumba Toure 



Cartesian mind. So I have very little faith or belief in many of the practices. But I was 
surrounded by it and I knew many people who practice it. 

00:13:35 Coumba Toure 

I end up being in spaces where it would be done so. 

00:13:39 Coumba Toure 

One of my aunts had a great friend and her cousin who used to do this and she was known 
for for being very good at it. 

00:13:48 Coumba Toure 

And I remember once she was because I was not sitting with them. 

00:13:54 Coumba Toure 

Was fired when the koi shells were. Then came to my feet. 

00:13:58 Coumba Toure 

And she looked up at me and said, wow, you know, get up and walk. 

00:14:02 Coumba Toure 

Was just like, what does she mean is like you need to go out. 

00:14:06 Coumba Toure 

Need to walk? You need to go far basically. 

00:14:09 Coumba Toure 

Your luck or whatever you need to get in life, you will get it through moving around. 

00:14:14 Coumba Toure 

And I was like, OK, yes. 

00:14:17 Coumba Toure 

And she told me you will go to many places far away places. 

00:14:23 Coumba Toure 

And places where you know nobody today. Who's ever been? 

00:14:27 Coumba Toure 



And that was very intriguing for me because generally you just like, OK, at least living in 
Senegal, living in Dakar, we thought of, OK, maybe. 

00:14:38 Coumba Toure 

Some of us would think, OK, we go to the US, but we need people who went to friend. We 
need people who went to the US and she was telling me you go to places and you don't 
know anybody today who's ever been to those places. And I. 

00:14:51 Coumba Toure 

Just like where would that place be? 

00:14:54 Coumba Toure 

And how would I get there if I don't know anybody who's been there? 

00:14:58 Mounira Chaieb 

How old were you then? 

00:14:59 Coumba Toure 

I was still in adolescent, maybe 1415, and I was just like, OK well. 

00:15:05 Coumba Toure 

Maybe I didn't make much of it though, but clearly enough. When I traveled my first big trip 
outside of Africa was actually to China. 

00:15:16 Coumba Toure 

And it's true. By that time I knew nobody who ever been to China. 

00:15:22 Coumba Toure 

In my surrounding or anywhere and I went to many places after that I didn't know anyone or 
knew anyone who went there, whether it was Bangladesh or you know India. 

00:15:35 Coumba Toure 

Brazil. 

00:15:37 Coumba Toure 

You know, it's just not part of places where people that surround. 

00:15:43 Coumba Toure 



But I went there and I was able to connect there and I was able to get people and to have. 

00:15:51 Coumba Toure 

Friends and yeah be connected with people. 

00:15:55 Mounira Chaieb 

You traveled to China in 1995 for the global Agenda Equality Conference, but you were 
jailed before you got there. 

00:16:02 Mounira Chaieb 

Can you tell what happened? 

00:16:06 Coumba Toure 

I was just too young and I believed things were possible, like crossing borders. 

00:16:11 Coumba Toure 

I left Senegal and I was going to China. 

00:16:15 Coumba Toure 

And I didn't have a transit visa for France, even though I applied. 

00:16:21 Coumba Toure 

I did everything I could and the last night I was not granted the transit visa only for 
photocopy of a birth certificate. Something ridiculous. 

00:16:31 Coumba Toure 

But I really felt was not a good reason and I was supposed to come back the next day and I 
couldn't because my trip was already planned and I was going to miss the conference. 

00:16:41 Coumba Toure 

I pick up the plane and you could do that then. 

00:16:46 Coumba Toure 

Thinking I'm going to China not to. 

00:16:48 Coumba Toure 

I don't need to get off in France. I just stay in the airport and get my other plane my mind. 

00:16:56 Coumba Toure 



How I made? 

00:16:58 Coumba Toure 

I was just like, that's what I'm gonna do if I need to sleep in the airport, I'll sleep there. 

00:17:03 Coumba Toure 

And I'll just pick up my own other plane. I don't need to get in that country. I don't need the 
transit visa. 

00:17:08 Coumba Toure 

It didn't work out because I didn't know that already. There was a stop in Las Palmas and 
that stain was playing the guard for Europe already. This is 1990. 

00:17:21 Coumba Toure 

I just took us off the plane to check our papers and they yelled me and nobody there, at 
least in the police station and the people, I mean, they have these jails in all these airport 
people need to know that. 

00:17:34 Coumba Toure 

Nobody at that airport seems to know that there is a global conference on women in China. 
They couldn't believe that a young person like I was, you know, very early Chinese would be 
traveling by herself. 

00:17:49 Coumba Toure 

Saying that they're going to a conference like that. So they didn't believe me. 

00:17:53 Coumba Toure 

I was a target. 

00:17:56 Coumba Toure 

Potential candidate for immigration in that. 

00:17:59 Coumba Toure 

Luckily, I made it out of that jail cell. 

00:18:01 Coumba Toure 

Story that we won't go through here. 

00:18:05 Coumba Toure 



It was a big challenge. 

00:18:06 Coumba Toure 

Really helped me. 

00:18:08 Coumba Toure 

Was my first time really outside of West African, you know, in Africa and I, you know, met 
first hand, what it means to, you know, encounter racism to encounter, you know? 

00:18:21 Coumba Toure 

Sexism to encounter the fact that you're too young to be, you know, thinking that you can 
travel and go where you want. 

00:18:28 Coumba Toure 

But it didn't discourage me I guess. 

00:18:33 Coumba Toure 

Because after that I continued to move around. 

00:18:36 Mounira Chaieb 

Absolutely. And you continue travelling and meeting more invisible giants. 

00:18:43 Mounira Chaieb 

How did they influence you later on in life? 

00:18:45 Coumba Toure 

Each of them, I think I wrote a children book called How the ocean became blue, watching 
at the sky. And I think that's really what it is. 

00:18:57 Coumba Toure 

I watch. 

00:18:58 Coumba Toure 

I watch invisible giant. I keep my eyes on them. 

00:19:02 Coumba Toure 

I look at what they do, how they do it, how they move. 

00:19:05 Coumba Toure 



And I pick up some of their colors. I think as I grow up and as I move, that's basically what I 
was doing. 

00:19:13 Coumba Toure 

I would find characters ways of doing things, ways of even moving in the world speaking. 

00:19:21 Coumba Toure 

That I would just say, wow, I want to be like that. 

00:19:25 Coumba Toure 

I want that and I picked it up in. In some ways I learned some of their. 

00:19:29 Coumba Toure 

Is an integrated in my being, so I think I'm carrying a lot of their colors in so many ways. 

00:19:38 Mounira Chaieb 

So they were really inspiring for you, yes, definitely. 

00:19:43 Mounira Chaieb 

You mentioned that you believe in travel and reading as means of empowerment. 

00:19:49 Mounira Chaieb 

How important is this, especially for women and girls that are still, you know, thousands? 

00:19:56 Mounira Chaieb 

I don't know. Maybe. 

00:19:57 Mounira Chaieb 

More girls who are not getting an education in various parts of the world today. 

00:20:03 Mounira Chaieb 

How important do you think that is for society as a whole for girls to have an education? 

00:20:09 Coumba Toure 

Yeah, reading is at least has been for me. 

00:20:15 Coumba Toure 



Another path of education and learning, and it's a way to be in conversation with many 
people, including people who are. 

00:20:28 Coumba Toure 

Dead hundreds of years ago, you read a book that is written in. 

00:20:34 Coumba Toure 

Or even 2000 years ago. Now that we, you know, translate some of these books from the 
hero glyphs and you are in conversation with people who wrote it because you hear what 
they say and you think that's. So to me reading is that. 

00:20:51 Coumba Toure 

Way of thinking in conversation with, you know, different people all over the world and. 

00:20:58 Coumba Toure 

I think it's a privilege that more girls, more women, more Africans should have and 
travelling too. Like I said earlier, travelling is a way for me to learn. 

00:21:14 Coumba Toure 

Meeting new people, learning new languages, understanding new ways of being, but even 
understanding oneself 'cause you know as you move and you travel and you go far from 
what you know and what you have. 

00:21:28 Coumba Toure 

Some time it is the moment where you realise some of those things because when you are 
home, certain ways of being certain privilege, I want to say it seems so evident that you 
don't even see it. 

00:21:43 Coumba Toure 

Don't even. 

00:21:45 Coumba Toure 

Consider it. 

00:21:45 Coumba Toure 

It's when you travel that you start missing them and you like, whoa. 

00:21:49 Coumba Toure 



This was something important, so travelling is a risk for growing and that also should be 
available for women. 

00:21:59 Coumba Toure 

For Africans, in many time we are restricted by travel. 

00:22:05 Coumba Toure 

Around the world, we are restricted by, you know, our social conditions and ways in which 
people. 

00:22:14 Coumba Toure 

Don't want us to be free? 

00:22:16 Coumba Toure 

How we are controlled so it takes away a lot from us to not be able to travel or to not be 
able to read. 

00:22:26 Coumba Toure 

Need. 

00:22:27 Mounira Chaieb 

And this is even within the continent, you know, to travel from one African country to 
another, you need to have a a visa. You need to have a certain amount of money on you. 

00:22:39 Mounira Chaieb 

Have to know someone who the reason why you are travelling to that country. 

00:22:43 Mounira Chaieb 

This is sad because not only are the restrictions there for Europe and the West, but it is 
even within the continent, even to your next door country, you know. 

00:22:54 Coumba Toure 

It's so sad. 

00:22:55 Coumba Toure 

I mean, I've been able to travel in West Africa first because we have this relationship 
between the countries. But I tell you, when I started traveling to East Africa. 

00:23:06 Coumba Toure 



Now we have to be so grateful that something has changed around the laws. In Kenya, for 
example, it was ridiculous for me for years I was on the board of Regent Action Fund for 
Women in Africa, and it was a nightmare to travel there. 

00:23:23 Coumba Toure 

It's still a nightmare to go to South Africa. I think South Africa might be the hardest country 
to get in as an African. 

00:23:31 Coumba Toure 

I mean, Europeans can get there in. 

00:23:33 Coumba Toure 

Citizens can get there, but please don't be from Senegal or Nigeria or it's a nightmare. 

00:23:41 Mounira Chaieb 

And sometimes in order for you to travel to another African country, you have to go to 
Europe 1st and then go South to Africa before you get there. When the whole journey could 
take you like an hour, an hour and a half, you have to make it in. 

00:23:57 Mounira Chaieb 

3-4 hours, probably more. 

00:23:59 Mounira Chaieb 

And then you face all the restrictions like you mentioned. 

00:24:03 Mounira Chaieb 

Which is sad. 

00:24:04 Coumba Toure 

That's definitely. 

00:24:05 Coumba Toure 

The cost of travelling is also very. 

00:24:08 Coumba Toure 

You know the way our economies are organized, there's so little exchanges between 
African countries. 

00:24:13 Coumba Toure 



Country. So very little in terms of the planes that move. 

00:24:18 Coumba Toure 

So yes, then you have to travel, go to Europe and come back, because that's the routing. 

00:24:24 Coumba Toure 

Where things go from into and that's extremely sad. 

00:24:29 Coumba Toure 

And so make sure you know so many people will not travel across Africa because the cost 
is so high, so difficult. 

00:24:29 Mounira Chaieb 

Yeah. 

00:24:37 Mounira Chaieb 

You say my training in the 21st century made me a global African connected to blackness 
and Africans outside of Africa connected me to African histories from different sites. 

00:24:49 Mounira Chaieb 

Can you expand a bit on this? 

00:24:51 Coumba Toure 

21st Century Youth Leadership Movement is an organization that was created by Fiero's 
today, founder and Pink Sanders. 

00:25:01 Coumba Toure 

It was mainly a leadership organization for young people reconnected with them in the 90s, 
early 90s and had a lot of exchanges between the South of the US, Alabama, you know, and 
Mali and Senegal. 

00:25:18 Coumba Toure 

Going there and traveling throughout the South of the US, Mississippi, Tennessee, North 
and South Carolina. 

00:25:27 Coumba Toure 

Really, really also shifted my understanding and my knowledge about being. 

00:25:34 Coumba Toure 



And we did go there to understand what means to be African outside of Africa, so African 
identity. 

00:25:41 Coumba Toure 

And. 

00:25:42 Mounira Chaieb 

It. 

00:25:43 Coumba Toure 

Helped me understand that we have so many families outside of the continent and that we 
needed to build that black link, that connection. 

00:25:53 Coumba Toure 

It's something that is still, you know. 

00:25:56 Coumba Toure 

Just high and part of my work because. 

00:26:00 Coumba Toure 

I know what is needed in terms of understanding and knowledge that we need to have of 
each other to be able to build, you know, a better world. 

00:26:13 Mounira Chaieb 

So it connected you more to being African with an African history. 

00:26:19 Mounira Chaieb 

Yes. And you also believe that leadership is about practicing. 

00:26:20 

Yes. 

00:26:24 Mounira Chaieb 

How did you go about that in your journey? 

00:26:26 Coumba Toure 

You know, I guess it's also part of my family. 

00:26:30 Coumba Toure 



Orientation. It's about practice. 

00:26:34 Coumba Toure 

It's what you do, how you leave on the daily basis more than what you say and what you 
believe so. 

00:26:44 Coumba Toure 

The practice is what builders and what make us who we are. 

00:26:47 Coumba Toure 

So practice of, you know, popular education practice of writing practice, of facilitating 
practice of art, whatever we are able to practice and be able to be in line with our beliefs 
and what we want to see in the world, that's what also we become. 

00:27:10 Mounira Chaieb 

Absolutely. And I guess you are still practicing leadership. 

00:27:13 Coumba Toure 

Yes, learning still I'm on the path of learning always, you know. 

00:27:20 Coumba Toure 

Meeting new challenges, always questioning again, you know, myself in what could be 
done better and how I could, you know, practice better or where I could learn. 

00:27:34 Coumba Toure 

So yeah, it's a path. 

00:27:37 Coumba Toure 

Really not a destination. 

00:27:39 Mounira Chaieb 

That was Cumba ture writer and storyteller, born and raised in both Senegal and Mali. 

00:27:48 

I. 

00:08:37 Mounira Chaieb 

School you found was not enough for you? 



 


